February 16, 2005

| take great pride in recognizing and paying
tribute to this outstanding African American of
the 2nd Congressional District of Mississippi
who deserves mention, not only in the month
of February but year round.
—

IN HONOR OF THE MARINE CORPS
JROTC AT EMERSON HIGH SCHOOL

HON. ROBERT MENENDEZ

OF NEW JERSEY
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Wednesday, February 16, 2005

Mr. MENENDEZ. Mr. Speaker, | rise today
to honor the Marine Corps Junior Reserve Of-
ficers’ Training Corps (JROTC) on its tenth an-
niversary of training at Emerson High School
in New Jersey. The JROTC hosted a dinner
celebrating the event on February 10, 2005.

The JROTC has spent a decade instructing,
guiding, and inspiring students to push them-
selves both physically and mentally. Through-
out their rigorous training, they learn valuable
skills such as discipline, commitment, and per-
severance. The JROTC also instills in the stu-
dents a sense of honor and citizenship. By
participating in the program, students grow in
strength and character and are well-prepared
for a wide range of pursuits after high school.

Today, | ask my colleagues to join me in
honoring the JROTC for its years of out-
standing work and positive leadership training
in Emerson, New Jersey.

——————

TECHNICAL CORRECTIONS TO THE
UNITED STATES CODE

HON. F. JAMES SENSENBRENNER, JR.

OF WISCONSIN
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Wednesday, February 16, 2005

Mr. SENSENBRENNER. Mr. Speaker, today
| am introducing a bill to make technical cor-
rections to the United States Code. The bill
updates cross references, corrects typo-
graphical errors, and makes stylistic changes
such as conforming the capitalization of cer-
tain words.

The Office of Law Revision Counsel has
prepared the bill and submitted it to the Com-
mittee on the Judiciary as a part of the re-
sponsibilities of the Office under section 285b
of Title 2, United States Code that have been
enacted into positive law so that those titles
may be kept current.

Anyone with questions about the bill should
contact Robert Sukol, Assistant Counsel, Of-
fice of the Law Revision Counsel, U.S. House
of Representatives, H2-304 Ford House Of-
fice Building, Washington, DC, 20515-6711.
The telephone number is (202) 226—9060.

—————

TRIBUTE TO R.W. WILLIAM J.
EWING, 32ND WORSHIPFUL MAS-
TER

HON. DONALD M. PAYNE

OF NEW JERSEY
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES
Wednesday, February 16, 2005

Mr. PAYNE. Mr. Speaker, it gives me a
great deal of pleasure to recognize Worshipful
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Master R.W. William J. Ewing for his leader-
ship of Jephthah Lodge No. 56 in Montclair,
New Jersey. Under Worshipful Master Ewing’s
leadership, overall membership increased and
acknowledgments of community initiatives im-
proved. His unwavering dedication and pas-
sion have inspired the brothers of Jephthah
Lodge No. 56 to increase their own commit-
ments to do more within their designated com-
munities.

Worshipful Master Ewing performed his du-
ties as caretaker of the East, not only by word,
but more importantly, through his deeds. He
has made in-kind donations by extending the
use of his business office, including his office
manager and staff, consistently throughout his
tenure. He has also made substantial financial
contributions to assist the lodge. These unself-
ish acts have contributed significantly to the
success of the lodge.

In addition to his lodge activities, Worshipful
Master Ewing is a good citizen, a former As-
sistant Prosecutor, an attorney and an excel-
lent role model. He is a dedicated family man,
a member of Trinity Presbyterian Church in
Montclair and a life member of the NAACP. As
a former student, he is also supportive of
keeping the legacy of the Bordentown Board-
ing School alive. Worshipful Master Ewing is
an ardent traveler and is a dedicated annual
Super Bowl participant.

Mr. Speaker, as Jephthah Lodge No. 56
celebrates its annual event on Friday, Feb-
ruary 11, 2005 at the Ridgefield Regency in
Verona, New Jersey, | urge my colleagues
here in the House of Representatives to join
me in honoring Worshipful Master Ewing for
his dedicated service. As he concludes his
term in office, his ongoing commitment to
Jephthah Lodge No. 56, its brothers and
Prince Hall Masonry in general is truly worthy
of recognition and acclaim.

—

SUPPORT OF BURMA’S
DEMOCRACY MOVEMENT

HON. JOSEPH R. PITTS

OF PENNSYLVANIA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Wednesday, February 16, 2005

Mr. PITTS. Mr. Speaker, on February 17,
2005, Burma’s ruling military junta, a regime
that Secretary of State Rice has rightly called
an “outpost of tyranny,” will reconvene a na-
tional convention to draft a new constitution.
Sadly, this convention, which excludes anyone
interested in democracy and freedom of ex-
pression, appears to be yet another attempt to
place a veneer of legitimacy on the dictator-
ship’s rule. General Than Shwe, the recog-
nized leader of Burma’s military and the dicta-
torship, must understand that the international
community and the people of Burma are not
fooled by this latest attempt to establish legit-
imacy.

On February 14th, Burma’'s Committee for
the Restoration of the People’s Parliament
(CRPP), an umbrella organization including
over 200 Members of Parliament elected in
1990, called for all of Burma’s ethnic groups to
boycott the military’s convention. The CRPP
includes Nobel Peace Prize Laureate Aung
San Suu Kyi’s National League for Democracy
(NLD). The statement by CRPP demonstrates
once again the incredible bravery of the Bur-
mese people in their battle against the ruling
generals.
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Mr. Speaker, it is time for the international
community to face the facts: Than Shwe and
other leading participants of this rogue regime
have shown that they have no desire to seek
political accommodation or peaceful dialogue
with the Burmese people. Their actions show
that they have chosen the path of tyranny and
terror—the impact of this decision will increas-
ingly be felt throughout the region.

The Association of Southeast Asian Nations
(ASEAN) must realize that Burma’s military
junta is an iron anchor wrapped around the
neck of this important organization. The ac-
tions of the military junta are draining eco-
nomic growth from regional states, promoting
the spread of HIV/AIDS throughout Asia, pro-
tecting indicted drug smugglers and flooding
Thailand with methamphetamines and heroin,
that eventually makes its way to the shores of
the U.S. The regime fundamentally promotes
regional instability and obstructs regional
growth.

Recently, the U.S. Federal Court in New
York City indicted eight drug traffickers from
Burma in absentia. According to court docu-
ments, they are leaders of the United Wa
State Army, one of the largest drug producers
and traffickers in the world. This group is re-
sponsible for importing $1 billion worth of her-
oin into the U.S. between 1985 and 2004.
These criminals could not operate without the
active collusion of the ruling generals. More-
over, the legendary drug kingpin known as
Khun Sa, also under indictment in the U.S. on
heroin trafficking charges, is living under the
protection of the dictatorship of Rangoon. On
November 18, 2003, the Department of the
Treasury announced the designation of Burma
and two Burmese banks to be of “primary
money laundering concern” under Section 311
of the USA PATRIOT Act. In addition, The De-
partment of Treasury, acting through the Fi-

nancial  Crimes  Enforcement  Network
(FINCEN), has instituted sanctions against two
Burmese financial institutions, Myanmar

Mayflower Bank and Asia Wealth Bank, due to
money laundering concerns.

ASEAN is serving in a critical role in the re-
covery and rebuilding efforts after the horrible
tsunami that devastated parts of Asia. As a
leader in the international community, ASEAN
must come to understand that the organization
must actively challenge Burma’s military re-
gime to work with Aung San Suu Kyi and the
NLD. It must not be forgotten that the NLD
won over 80 percent of the seats in the 1990
parliamentary election. A stable and demo-
cratic Burma is good for the entire region and
the world. | would like to strongly commend
and welcome the work of the Burma Caucus
members in the Indonesian and Malaysian
parliaments who are pressing for greater in-
volvement by their countries in pressing the
Burmese junta to bring positive change.

ASEAN cannot afford to have its leadership
role sidetracked as it is forced to account for
the acts of terror and oppression a member
nations, Burma’s junta, inflicts on the Burmese
people. Last years Asia-Europe meeting
(ASEM) was delayed for months due to nego-
tiations surrounding the participation of Burma.
ASEAN is heading for another diplomatic fi-
asco as Burma is set to assume the chairman-
ship of ASEAN in 2006. ASEAN must under-
stand that when the group spends more time
addressing the latest crisis created by the
junta, instead of focusing on plans to promote
economic growth, fight the war on terror, and
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